Clarecroft Day Nursery 
Prevent Duty Policy


The British Values as set by the Prevent Duty
To be both effective and lawful in keeping children safe and promoting their welfare we also follow the British Values as set out in the Prevent Duty. This is to have due regard to prevent children from being drawn into terrorism. (also refer to the equal opportunities and inclusion policy)
Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) defines extremism. It states “Extremism goes beyond terrorism and includes people who target the vulnerable – including the young – by seeking to sow division between communities on the basis of race, faith or denomination; justify discrimination towards women and girls; persuade others that minorities are inferior; or argue against the primacy of democracy and the rule of law in our society.
Extremism is defined in the Counter Extremism Strategy 2015 as the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also regard calls for the death of members of our armed forces as extremist”

Under the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 we have a duty to safeguard at risk or vulnerable children to have “due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and refer any concerns of extremism to the police (In Prevent priority areas the local authority will have a Prevent lead who can also provide support). 

This may be a cause for concern relating to a change in behaviour of a child, family member or adult working with the children in the setting, comments causing concern or actions that lead staff to be worried about the safety of a child in their care.  

Alongside this we will be alert to any early signs in children and families who may be at risk of radicalisation, on which we will act and document all concerns when reporting further. 

The NSPCC states that signs of radicalisation may be:

· isolating themselves from family and friends
· talking as if from a scripted speech
· unwillingness or inability to discuss their views
· a sudden disrespectful attitude towards others
· increased levels of anger
· increased secretiveness, especially around internet use.

We will tackle radicalisation by:
· Training all staff to understand what is meant by the Prevent Duty and radicalisation 
· Ensuring staff understand how to recognise early indicators of potential radicalisation and terrorism threats and act on them appropriately in line with national and local procedures
· Make any referrals relating to extremism to the police (or the Government helpline) in a timely way, sharing relevant information as appropriate 
· Ensure our nursery is an inclusive environment, tackle inequalities and negative points of view and teach children about tolerance through British Values

TEACHING BRITISH VALUES

Promoting British Values at Clarecroft Day Nursery
The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.”

The government set out its definition of British values in the 2015 Prevent Strategy, and these values have been reiterated by the Prime Minister this year. At Clarecroft Day Nursery these values are reinforced regularly and in the following ways:

Democracy: 
We listen to children’s and parent’s voice.  Our behaviour policy is clear that children are expected to contribute and co-operate, taking into account the views of others.

The Rule of Law:
We consistently reinforce our high expectations of children.  Children are taught the value and reasons behind our expectations (rules), that they are there to protect us, that everyone has a responsibility and that there are consequences when rules are broken. 

Individual Liberty: 
Within nursery, children are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and supportive environment. As a nursery we educate and provide boundaries for young children to make choices safely, through our provision of a safe environment and empowering teaching. Children are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms.   

Mutual Respect:
Part of our ethos and behaviour policy has revolved around Clarecroft Wishes such as ‘kind hands and voices’, and children are modelled this by caring, sharing and listening to others.  Staff help children to understand how to respect by talking about how actions/words can affect others.

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs:
We aim to enhance children’s understanding of different faiths and beliefs by participating in a range of celebrations throughout the year.  Children have the opportunity to dress-up in clothes and try different foods from other cultures and we encourage parents/carers to participate and support our multi-cultural events.
These values are universal aspirations for equality and fundamental to helping all children become compassionate, considerate adults who form part of a fair and equal society.

Channel Panel – safeguarding those vulnerable to extremism

The Channel Panel is a key part of work to prevent extremism through supporting those who may be vulnerable to radicalisation by assessing the nature and extent of the potential risk and, where necessary, providing an appropriate support package tailored to an individual’s needs. Channel is about safeguarding individuals at risk and it is voluntary. It is about early intervention to protect and divert people away from extremism and radicalisation.

Channel provides a multi-agency approach to protect people at risk of being drawn into extremism. Channel uses existing collaboration between the County Council (adults and children’s services, youth offending service), district council (community safety partnership), police, health sectors (NHS and Clinical Commissioning Group) and probation services to:

 Identify individuals at risk of being drawn into terrorism
 Assess the nature and extent of that risk
 Develop the most appropriate support plan for the individuals concerned.
 

As Northamptonshire is a low risk area, there is no regular standing Channel Panel. Once a referral has been made the panel meets every six weeks to provide early intervention to protect and divert the individual(s) away from extremism.
Through its Chair the panel regularly reports to the Chief Executive of Northamptonshire County Council and to the relevant Commander in Northamptonshire Police on Channel referrals.



Making a referral to Channel

Northamptonshire County Council has embedded Prevent into its safeguarding procedures. All contacts made with concerns in relation to Prevent will be assessed through the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH). Any professional or member of the public highlighting a concern in Northamptonshire should call Northamptonshire West MASH on 0300 126 7000 where the concern will be assessed by multi-agency staff. Northamptonshire Police’s Prevent engagement officers will work closely with the MASH and support all referrals into the council. Referrals to Channel are voluntary.


What to do if you have concerns

If the event that you have concerns that someone might be at risk of becoming involved in terrorism, The notice, check, share procedure should be applied when The same threshold for Prevent activity should be applied consistently and proportionately across all forms of extremist ideologies and radicalisation concerns.
The procedure involves the following steps-
· Notice a significant change in behaviour and use of language or someone expressing extreme political views.
· Check your concern with your manager or Designated Safeguarding Lead in confidence, and if needed.
· Share the concern with the police after checking that you have gathered as much relevant information as possible

It is important remember that when this information is shared that-
· it's informed
· it's with good intention
· the response to that concern is considered, and proportionate
If you have concerns that a child or young person may be vulnerable to violent extremism or radicalisation you should seek advice from the person within your organisation who has responsibility for safeguarding and follow your own agency procedures in relation to notification of safeguarding issues. If you feel that there is an immediate danger to the life of the individual or others then call 999.

If following initial discussions there are serious safeguarding concerns in relation to the young person’s vulnerability to violent extremism or radicalisation then these should be submitted on the multi-agency referral form in line with the Referrals Procedure to Children’s Social Care. Once this notification is received, the case will be passed to the multi-agency safeguarding hub for a case discussion. 

Advice and guidance can be sought from the Prevent Engagement Officers at Northamptonshire Police by emailing: prevent@northants.pnn.police.uk or phoning 101 ext.341166 or call the national police Prevent advice line 0800 011 3764,
 

