Clarecroft Day Nursery

Galaxy Group (Out of School Club) Play Policy


All children and young people need to play. Play is freely chosen and personally directed and actively engages a child. Play is fun and serious, by playing children learn and develop as individuals and as members of the community. Play is a process that is freely chosen; children and young people should determine and control the content and intent of their play and by following their own instincts, ideas and interest, and in their own way, for their own reasons.

Through play children explore social, material and imaginary worlds and their relationships with them. Children will develop imagination, physical and creative skills. It will also build their social skills, which will in turn build self-esteem and moral development. 

Play should empower children, affirm and support their right to make choices, discover their own solutions, to play and develop at their own pace and in their own way. Whereas play may sometimes be enriched by their participation, adults should always be sensitive to the children's needs and never try to control a child's play, so long as it remains within safe and acceptable boundaries. 
Every child has a right to a play environment which stimulates and provides opportunities for risk, challenge and the growth of confidence and self-esteem. The contemporary environment in which many children grow up does not lend itself to safe and creative play; all children have the right to a play opportunity which is free from hazard, one which ensures physical and personal safety, a setting within which the child ultimately feels physically and personally safe.
Every child is an individual and has the right to be respected as such; each child should feel confident that individuality and diversity are valued by the adults who work and play with them. A considerate and caring attitude to individual children and their families is essential to competent playwork and should be displayed at all times. 
As Playworkers we support and facilitate the play process. We support all children and young people in the creation of space in which they can play. As Playworkers we recognise our own impact on the play space and we choose an intervention style that enables children and young people to extend their play.

We recognise and believe in the Playwork Principles, these are;

· All children and young people need to play. 

· The impulse to play is innate. 

· Play is a biological, psychological and social necessity, and is fundamental to the healthy development and well being of individuals and communities.

· Play is a process that is freely chosen, personally directed and intrinsically motivated. That is, children and young people determine and control the content and intent of their play, by following their own instincts, ideas and interests, in their own way for their own reasons.

The prime focus and essence of playwork is to support and facilitate the play process and this should inform the development of play policy, strategy training and education. For playworkers, the play process takes precedence and playworkers act as advocates for play when engaging with adult led agendas.

The role of the playworker is to support all children and young people in the creation of a space in which they can play.

The playworker’s response to children and young people playing is based on a sound up-to-date knowledge of the play process, and reflective practice.

Playworkers recognise their own impact on the play space and also the impact of children and young people. Playworkers should choose an intervention style that enables children and young people to extend their play. All playworker intervention must balance risk with the developmental benefit and well being of children.

We believe that these are all very important objectives and we make sure all our children in the Galaxy group have the opportunity to develop these, but most importantly we want our children and young people to chill out and have fun !!!!!!!
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